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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Liam Olds (trading as Colliery Spoil Biodiversity Initiative) was commissioned by
Will Chester-Master in 2024 to undertake an invertebrate survey at Abbey Home
Farm, Burford Road, Cirencester, GL7 5HF. The purpose of this survey was to
generate a baseline understanding of the invertebrate species and assemblages
present at Abbey Home Farm, including the presence of any species of
6conservati on Bsunvpyoastcenductedmver 6Tayiinge visits, one visit
in each of the months between April and September 2024, and utilised a variety of
active sampling techniques in 12 sample areas in an effort to encounter as many
invertebrate species as possible.

A total of 681 invertebrate species were recorded during the survey, 77 (~11%) of
which are deemed to be specieso f 6 ¢ 0 n sngortaredo iThisncludes: 3 X
Section 41 species; 2 x Endangered (EN or RDB 1) species; 1 x Vulnerable (RDB 2)
species; 6 x Nationally Rare (NR or RDB 3) species; 25 x Nationally Scarce (Na, Nb,
Notable, NS or pNS) species; 35 x Nationally Local species; and 5 x Other species.
Of particular significance is the presence of the Endangered and Nationally Rare
tortoise beetle Cassida denticollis, which is known from very few sites in Britain and
is at threat of extinction. At least 18 oftheses peci es of &éconservation
appear to have not been recorded in the vice-county of East Gloucestershire (VC 33)
previously, while significantly more have also likely not been recorded in the
Cotswold District previously.

The semi-natural habitats present at Abbey Home Farm 7 such as pastures,
woodlands, ponds and hedgerows i provide an important refuge for a number of
rare and scarce invertebrates which are declining in the wider countryside
and/or habitat specialists with restricted distributions in Britain. The ability of
Abbey Home Farm to support these species while operating as a commercial farm is
both commendable and encouraging, and it seems reasonable to presume that
some of these species would be absent at Abbey Home Farm if it was managed
more traditionally and was not organic.

In light of the survey results, | am of the professional opinion that Abbey Home Farm
is an important site for invertebrate conservation in the unitary authority area
of Gloucestershire and Cotswolds District. As such, it is considered an
important site for invertebrate conservation in the local, county and regional
context. It is important, therefore, that semi-natural habitats at Abbey Home Farm
are appropriately managed to conserve their existing invertebrate interest, and
opportunities are sought to further enhance these habitats wherever possible.
For instance, within the woodlands at Abbey Home Farm, the presence of standing
and fallen dead wood is deemed especially important for saproxylic invertebrates
(species dependent upon dead or decaying wood, or upon wood-inhabiting fungi or
other saproxylics). This highlights the need to retain dead and decaying wood of
all ages (both standing and fallen) in-situ wherever possible T including
attached limbs/branches/twigs and fallen trees/limbs i and avoid removal.



1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Introductory comments

Liam Olds (trading as Colliery Spoil Biodiversity Initiative) was commissioned by
Will Chester-Master in 2024 to undertake an invertebrate survey at Abbey Home
Farm, Burford Road, Cirencester, GL7 5HF. The purpose of this survey was to
generate a baseline understanding of the invertebrate species and assemblages
present at Abbey Home Farm, including the presence of any species of
6conservation importancedé (i.e. species cons
Rare, and/or listed under Section 41 of the NERC Act 2006 as species of gorincipal
importance for the conservation of biodiversity in Englando All invertebrate sampling
and identification was undertaken by the author of this report (Liam Olds) T an
experienced entomologist who has been working as an freelance entomological
consultant since 2017 alongside his role as Conservation Officer at the national
invertebrate conservation charity Buglife.

This report details the results of that survey, which was conducted over 6 daytime
visits between the period of April and September 2024. It is envisaged that the
results of this survey could be used as a means to engage farm visitors and the
wider public with the benefits of organic farming practices at Abbey Home Farm for
invertebrates; these results could also be used to inform and refine land
management practises at Abbey Home Farm to further benefit invertebrates.

1.2  Site description

Abbey Home Farm is a 650 hectare (ha) farm located north-east of the market town
of Cirencester, Gloucestershire, England; an approximate central Ordnance Survey
(OS) grid reference is SP044041. Will and Hilary Chester-Master assumed
management of the farm in 1990, implementing an organic farming system with the
goal of achieving both environmental and financial sustainability.

The farm features a diverse range of land uses, including:

1 Arable cropland (around 300 ha), dedicated to cereal production;

1 Vegetable plots and gardens (around 10 ha), used to grow vegetables, soft
fruits, flowers, and herbs;

1 Permanent pasture for livestock, such as cows and sheep, for milk and meat
production.

In addition, Abbey Home Farm contains about 87 ha of mixed woodland, much of it
established by Jane Master in the early 1800s, with further conifer planting carried
out during the 1960s and 1970s by Richard Chester-Master.

Since 2006, the farm has participated in Stewardship Agreements, including Organic
Entry Level Stewardship and Higher Level Stewardship. Will and Hilary are
committed to preserving biodiversity, implementing initiatives such as pond



restoration and creation, enhanced hedgerow management, beetle bank installation,
Cotswold dry stone wall restoration, and permanent headland margin establishment.

The far mdés moercompassedland atquired, owned, and transferred
over the past 450 years, with many field layouts remaining largely unchanged for
over 250 years. Abbey Home Farm supports a variety of wildlife habitats, including:

Mixed woodlands.

1 Grasslands (permanent pasture, meadows, and fallow land);
T Arable crops and field margins;

1 Gardens and orchards;

1 Hedgerows;

1 Dry stone walls, ditches, and boundary banks;

1 Ponds; and

)l

1.3 Sample areas

The invertebrate survey in 2024 aimed to achieve as a comprehensive
understanding of the farm's invertebrate biodiversity as possible. Recognising the
varied habitat requirements of invertebrates, the survey strategically sampled across
multiple habitat types (encompassing both aquatic and terrestrial environments) to
maximise the likelihood of encountering a wide array of invertebrate species at
Abbey Home Farm.

Invertebrate sampling concentrated primarily on 12 areas i referredtoasé s a mp | e
areasoi that reflect the diversity of habitats found at Abbey Home Farm. This
includes:

1 Coronation Wood (OS grid reference centered at SP04610411) i a mixed
woodland that was planted around the time of Queen Elizabeth II's Coronation
(Will Chester-Master, personal communication) (Figure 1);

1 Hedgerow (OS grid reference centered at SP04890386) i a thick, mature
hedgerow located between Lower Ground and Round Hill/Round Hill Bank
(Figure 1);

1 Long Bottom Camp (OS grid reference centered at SP04460523) and
Wiggold Wood (OS grid reference centered at SP04380537) 1 a mixed
woodland (Wiggold Wood) with a high proportion of broadleaved trees
(Figure 2), and a meadow with Shepherds Huts and a log circle (Figure 2).
Wiggold Wood supports among the oldest trees at Abbey Home Farm, which
were planted in the 1820s (Will Chester-Master, pers. comm.);

T Oxlays Pond (OS grid reference centered at SP04430482) i a freshwater
pond towards the southeast corner of the arable field known as Oxlays
(Figure 3). This pond was created around 10 years ago (Will Chester-Master,
pers. comm.);

1 Rat® Castle (OS grid reference centered at SP04180395) i a mixed
woodland with a high proportion of broadleaved trees and a series of
paths/rides and open glades;



1 Round Hill Bank (OS grid reference centered at SP05060373) i flower-rich
semi-natural grassland on calcareous soils that is sited on south and west
facing banks around Round Hill (Figure 4);

1 Totem Pole Wall (OS grid reference centered at SP04730371) i a dry stone
wall between the field compartments of Yellow Schools and Downs Bank
(Figure 5), not far from the camp site and totem pole;

T Veg Gardens (OS grid reference centered at SP04370374) i as the name
suggests, this area is used to grow organic fruit and vegetables. In addition to
a series of vegetable plots, it also supports a glasshouse, polytunnels, an
orchard, a formal garden, and hedgerows (Figure 6);

T Veg Plots (OS grid reference centered at SP04360352) i again, as the name
suggests, this area is used to grow organic fruit and vegetables. It supports a
series of large vegetable plots as well as an orchard, meadows, O6r ougho
grassland, scrub and hedgerows (Figure 7);

T Well Ground Pond (OS grid reference centered at SP05020511) i a long-
established freshwater pond within a mixed woodland (Figure 5) at the
northeast end of the field compartment known as Well Ground;

T Yellow School Strip (OS grid reference centered at SP04490384) i a linear
strip of mixed woodland along the eastern side of the road (a former railway
line) which divides Abbey Home Farm. This woodland supports a high
proportion of broadleaved trees and an old, silted pond (Figure 8) which has
become dominated by Bulrush (Typha latifoli); and

T Yellow School Wood (OS grid reference centered at SP04580355) 1 a
mixed woodland with a high proportion of broadleaved trees (Figure 8),
including a few rather old ancient/veteran trees along its western boundary
with the road. There is a footpath through much of the centre of the wood,
extending from the northwest to southeast.

Invertebrate sampling was primarily concentrated within these 12 sample areas as
they were deemed to collectively reflect both the diversity and geographical spread
of semi-natural habitats at Abbey Home Farm. Despite this, some limited
invertebrate sampling was also undertaken in areas additional to these, such as
along the road between the Farm Shop and Veg Gardens, which supported tree
species such as Leylandii (Cupressus x leylandii) that are largely absent from the
semi-natural habitats on the farm; as such, these trees were targeted on several
occasions in an effort to locate invertebrates that may had not yet been encountered
at Abbey Home Farm. Often, however, sampling outside of the forementioned 12
sample areas simply involved recording a small number of invertebrates species that
were encountered when travelling to/from a sample area on-foot and which could be
readily identified in the field; very few invertebrates that required collection and
microscopic examination for identification were collected outside of the 12 sample

areas unless the species was deemed | ikely

scarce or rare species).

t



Figure 1. (Left): Coronation Wood, as photographed on 18™ August 2024. (Right):
Hedgerow, as photographed on 19" May 2024.

Figure 2. (Left): Long Bottom Camp, as photographed on 191" May 2024. (Right):
Wiggold Wood, as photographed on 28" September 2024.

b,

Figure 3. Oxlays Pond, as photographed on 14™ July (left) and 28" September 2024

(right).




Figure 4. Round Hill Bank, as photographed on 14" July 2024.

Figure 5. (Left): Totem Pole Wall, as photographed on 28" September 2024. (Right):
Well Ground Pond, as photographed on 16" June 2024.

Figure 6. Veg Gardens, as photographed on 20" April (left) and 18" August 2024

(right).




Figure 7. Veg Plots, as photographed on 16" June 2024 and 18" August 2024
(bottom right).

Figure 8. (Left): Yellow School Strip, as photographed on 20" April 2024. (Right):
Yellow School Wood, as photographed on 28" September 2024.

1.4  Survey limitations

There are two main limitations to the survey, the first of which concerns the weather
presented throughout much of the survey period. April 2024 saw near average UK
temperatures but it was a wet month, with UK rainfall 55% above average (Met
Office, 2024a); the month was quite dull also, with sunshine hours 21% below
average. Though May 2024 proved to be the warmest on record in the UK, rainfall
was 16% above average and sunshine hours were 17% below average (Met Office,
2024b). June 2024 was cooler than average, but with rainfall 29% below average
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and sunshine hours 4% above average (Met Office, 2024c). July 2024 was again
cooler than average, but with rainfall near average and sunshine hours 11% below
average (Met Office, 2024d). August 2024 saw temperatures slightly above average,
and rainfall and sunshine hours near average (Met Office, 2024e). September 2024
saw below average temperatures, rainfall slightly above average, and sunshine
hours below average (Met Office, 2024f).

As invertebrates are generally most active in warm, dry and sunny conditions, the
largely cool and dull conditions across much of the survey period, with generally
above average rainfall, will have likely reduced the abundance of invertebrates at
Abbey Home Farm in 2024, at least anecdotally (from my own experience and
personal communication with other entomologists), the weather conditions in 2024
significantly reduced invertebrate abundance across much of England and Wales
and may have made some species difficult to detect. Fewer invertebrate species
may have, therefore, been encountered during this survey as a result of this. As
such, the results of this survey should be considered a mere baseline.

The second limitation concerns the challenge presented in surveying such a large
and varied site as the sole surveyor. Owing to the significant number of sample
areas at Abbey Home Farm and their large collective size, only limited time
(frequently no more than 1-2 hours) could be spent at a sample area on any given
visit. As such, invertebrate species will have undoubtedly been missed during some
of the visits. The counteract this, however, sample areas were visited on more than
one occasion (where possible) to ensure they were sampled more thoroughly, and to
also account for the seasonal activity of some invertebrates.

Despite these limitations, the survey was conducted over multiple visits across
spring, summer and autumn, meeting good practise guidelines (as recommended by
Buglife i_The Invertebrate Conservation Trust). Furthermore, all visits to Abbey
Home Farm were undertaken in dry and generally sunny conditions (i.e. the best
available weather conditions). As such, the results presented in this report are
considered to be the best that could be achieved under the circumstances.

2.0 SAMPLING

2.1  Survey dates

The invertebrate survey at Abbey Home Farm was conducted over 6 daytime visits
between the period of April and September 2024. The first visit was made on 20t
April, the second on 19" May, the third on 16™ June, the fourth on 14% July, the fifth
on 18™ August, and the sixth and final visit on 28" September 2024.

The weather conditions presented on the survey dates, along with the sample areas
visited on these dates (in the order in which they were visited on those dates), are
provided in Table 1 below. The sampling techniques deployed during the survey are
discussed in Section 2.2.
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Table 1. Weather conditions on the survey dates in 2024.

gl;tr\e/ey Survey Times | Sample Area(s) Weather conditions
fRat 6s Cast |Dry,clear and sunny.
201 April  Yellow School Strip Maximum air temperature o_f
2024 09:55to 15:35 | 1 Yellow School Wood | 12°C. Gentle breeze with wind
1 Veg Gardens speeds of 5 to 8 miles per hour
 Oxlays Pond (MPH) from the north.
1 Round Hill Bank Dry,_clear apd sunny.
19 May 1 Hedgerow 235G, Gentle breeze with winc
2024 09:50 to 16:00 | T Long Bottom Camp speeds of 10 to 12 MPH
and Wiggold Wood coming from an east to
T Oxlays Ponad northeast direction.
1 Yellow School Wood Dry \.Nith sunny intervals.
16t June { Veg Gardens Maximum air temperature o_f
2024 09:30 to 16:10  Veg Plots 18°C. Gentle breeze with WI!’]d
speeds of 9 to 11 MPH coming
1 Well Ground Pond from the west.
Dry and largely sunny.
th . Maximum air temperature of
;gzjuly 09:30 to 15:45 E gi:;r;/i ';gn%ank 19°C. Light breeze with wind
speeds of 5 to 7 MPH coming
from a southwest direction.
Dry, clear and sunny.
1 Veg Plots Maximum air temperature of
18" August 09-10 to 15:45 1 Well Ground Pond 20°C. Gentle breeze with wind
2024 ' ' ' Coronation Wood speeds of 10 to 11 MPH
1 Veg Gardens coming from a west to
northwest direction.
1 Long Bottom Camp . ,
Dry with sunny intervals.
1 Long Bottom Camp . .
28t and Wiggold Wood Maximum air temperature of
September | 09:00 to 15:40 1 Oxlays Pond 14°C. Light breeze with wind
2024 speeds of 6 MPH coming from
T Totem Pole Wall a west to northwest direction.
1 Yellow School Wood
2.2 Sampling methodology

Aquatic and terrestrial invertebrates were sampled using a variety of active sampling

techniques including:

1 Aerial netting i a lightweight 40cm diameter net mounted on a meter long pole
was used to catch flying insects as and when encountered.
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1 Beating i a beating tray, consisting of a white cloth sheet supported by a frame,
was positioned below branches of trees and bushes which were subsequently
tapped with a stick to dislodge insects within the foliage. Target species were then
selectively removed using an aspirator (or pooter).

1 Hand searching i this involved looking under stones, within and beneath dead
wood, among leaf litter, etc., for invertebrates that may be feeding, resting or
sheltering.

1 Pond netting T a heavy-duty pond net with woven 1 mm mesh was swept in a
figure of eight in ponds to capture aquatic invertebrates living within (e.g. water
beetles) and on the surface (e.g. pond skaters) of these water bodies. The catch
was subsequently transferred to a large white tray and target species either
identified in the field or selectively removed.

9 Suction sampling (i.e. vacuum sampling) 1 a modified leaf-blower was used to
collect invertebrates from habitats that would otherwise be difficult to sample from
using a sweep net (e.g. very short or very long vegetation). This method is
particularly effective at catching species which do not fly readily or which live in
deep vegetation. Samples were emptied into a large white tray and target species
selectively removed using an aspirator.

1 Sweep netting 1 a sturdy 40 cm diameter net mounted on a meter long pole was
moved vigorously through long vegetation to dislodge invertebrates. Target
species were then selectively removed from the sweep net using an aspirator.

1 Visual searching 1 insects were observed foraging, basking, nesting, hunting,
mating, etc., in their associated habitats without the need to deploy other sampling
techniques (e.g. sweep netting).

2.3 Target groups

The survey aimed to target as many different invertebrate groups as possible, with
particular attention paid to the following:

A Coleoptera Y Apionidae (seed weevils), Carabidae (ground beetles),
Chrysomelidae (leaf beetles), Cur cul i oni dae,Dytiécidaeu e 8 weev
(predaceous diving beetles) and Hydrophilidae (water beetles);
A DipteraY Cylindrotomidae (damsel craneflies), Dolichopodidae (long-
legged flies), Limoniidae (short-palped craneflies), Pediciidae (hairy-eyed
craneflies), Sciomyzidae (snail-killing flies), Stratiomyidae (Soldierflies),
Syrphidae (hoverflies), Tachinidae (tachinid flies), Tephritidae (fruit flies)
and Tipulidae (long-palped craneflies);
A HemipteraY Auchenorrhyncha (froghoppers, |e
pl anthoppers) and Heteroptera (O0true bu
A Hymenoptera Y Aculeata (bees, wasps, and ants); and
A Lepidoptera (butterflies and day-flying moths) Y multiple families.

These target groups were chosen as they support species with varied life histories
that could be presumed to be present in the aquatic and terrestrial environments at
Abbey Home Farm; these groups also partly reflect the expertise of the surveyor
(Liam Olds). Incidental records of other invertebrate groups were also recorded
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when encountered, such as Araneae (spiders), Odonata (dragonflies and
damselflies), and Pulmonata (slugs and snails).

Where practical, invertebrates were identified in the field using a x10 or x20 hand
lens. Where this was not possible, representative specimens were collected and
later identified using a x45 binocular microscope. Specimen collection was kept to a
minimum to avoid any adverse effects on invertebrate populations and avoided the
collection of species that could be readily identified in the field, especially those
species with a restricted distribution and/or a threatened conservation status. All
specimen collection followed the Code of Conduct for Collecting Insects and Other
Invertebrates (Invertebrate Link, 2002). Samples were either stored dry and later
pinned to aid identification (e.g. bees, wasps and flies), or stored in 70 to 90%
isopropyl alcohol (e.g. ants, leafhoppers, planthoppers, spiders and most beetles).
Invertebrate identification was to species level wherever possible. All fieldwork, and
the subsequent identification of specimens, was undertaken by Liam Olds using the
most appropriate and up-to-date identification keys (see Section 6.0) and confirmed
using verified comparable voucher material (i.e. specimens) wherever possible.

3.0 RESULTS
3.1 Overview

A total of 681 invertebrate species across a broad range of invertebrate groups were
recorded at Abbey Home Farm in 2024 (Appendix 1; Table 2). Coleoptera (171
species), Diptera (149 species) and Hemiptera (128 species) proved to be the most
speciose (species-rich) groups.

Table 2. A breakdown of the invertebrate species recorded at Abbey Home Farm in
2024 into their respective groups.

Invertebrate taxa Number of species
Arachnida (spiders and harvestman) 52
Chilopoda (centipedes) 6
Coleoptera (beetles) 171
Diplopa (millipedes) 6
Diptera (flies) 149
Hemiptera (true bugs) 128
Hymenoptera (bees, wasps and ants) 64
Isopoda (woodlice) 6
Lepidoptera (butterflies and moths) 41
Odonata (dragonflies and damselflies) 6
Orthoptera (grasshoppers and 2
crickets)

Psocoptera (barkflies) 10
Pulmonata (slugs and snails) 18
Other taxa 16
Species of 6conser 77
i mportanced

14



The number of invertebrate species recorded in a sample area varied considerably

across the 12 sample areas at Abbey Home Farm (Table 3), with:

=4 =4 -4 -4 8 98 _9 -9 _9_-°2_-2°

=

39 species at Coronation Wood (Appendix 2);
41 species at Hedgerow (Appendix 3);

148 species at Long Bottom Camp and Wiggold Wood (Appendix 4);
140 species at Oxlays Pond (Appendix 5);
54 species a t

Rat 6 @pp€mix 6)] e

133 species at Round Hill Bank (Appendix 7);

11 species at Totem Pole Wall (Appendix 8);

102 species at Veg Gardens (Appendix 9);

175 species at Veg Plots (Appendix 10);

106 species at Well Ground Pond (Appendix 11);

36 species at Yellow School Strip (Appendix 12); and
148 species at Yellow School Wood (Appendix 13).

Table 3. Summary of the invertebrate survey results.

No of species

No of species of
6conseryv

% of species of
6conseryv

recorded . ;
i mportan i mportan

Coronation Wood 39 1 2.6
Hedgerow 41 1 2.4
Long Bottom
Camp & Wiggold 148 9 6.1
Wood
Oxlays Pond 140 14 10
Rat 6s Cas 54 3 5.6
Round Hill Bank 133 22 16.5
Totem Pole Wall 11 0 0
Veg Gardens 102 11 10.8
Veg Plots 175 12 6.9
Well Ground Pond 106 8 7.5
Ye[low School 36 2 56
Strip
Yellow School
Wood 148 14 9.5
All Areas* 681 77 11

* after accounting for duplicates and a small number of species recorded outside of

the 12 sample areas.

It should be noted, however, that the number of species recorded in a sample area is
not necessarily reflective of its invertebrate conservation value, and is sometimes
simply reflective of the amount of survey effort an area has received. For instance,
the challenge of surveying a site as large and varied as Abbey Home Farm as the
sole surveyor meant that sample areas deemed likely to be of greatest invertebrate
conservation value had to be prioritised for sampling; this meant that some of the 12
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sample areas i such as Coronation Wood,Hedger o w, Rat 6s Castl e, T
and Yellow School Strip i were visited on only one, rather brief, occasion in 2024. It

is no coincidence that significantly fewer invertebrate species were recorded at such

sample areas in comparison to areas that were visited on more than one occasion

(all of the remaining sample areas).

3.2  Species of conservation importance

Of the 681 invertebrate species recorded during the survey in 2024, at least 77
(~11%) are consideredt o be of Oimportaniced. Vhis includes:

1 3 x Section 41 species;

2 x Endangered (EN or RDB 1) species;

1 x Vulnerable (RDB 2) species;

6 x Nationally Rare (NR or RDB 3) species;

25 x Nationally Scarce (Na, Nb, Notable, NS or pNS) species;
35 x Nationally Local species; and

1 5 x Other species.

= =4 -4 -4 -4

* Please note that some invertebrate groups (e.g. true bugs, and bees, wasps and ants)
have not received periodic review of their conservation status in Britain and, as such, the
corresponding conservation status used in this report may, in some instances, not reflect the
current situation for that species. For instance, the mirid bug Lygus pratensis is categorised
as Red Data Book 3 (RDB 3) i now referred to as Nationally Rare 7 in Kirby (1992) but it
has increased in abundance and expanded its range since the 1990s, and is now a
widespread species throughout much of England. This suggests that its status requires
review and downgrading, as it is no longer considered rare in Britain. In the absence of an
up-to-date status review for some invertebrate groups, their current conservation status
(even if outdated) has remained unchanged in this report but a comment (based upon
professional judgment) is included in the specie
considered incorrect.

The 77 speciesof O conser v at areosammarmgddnrTabke d and 6
discussed in further detail in the sections below, which separates the species
according their conservation status. The conservation statuses used are explained in
Appendix 1.
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Table 4. Listofs peci es of

dnpootanceérecarded at Abhey Home Farm in 2024 (ordered alphabetically by Order,
Family and then Species), including their Common Name and conservation status.

Species Common Name* Family Order Conservation status
Cyclosa conica an orb spider Araneidae Araneae Local

Nigma puella Bleeding Heart Spider Dictynidae Araneae NS

Piratula latitans a pirate wolf spider Lycosidae Araneae Local
Tetragnatha nigrita a long-jawed orb-weaver spider | Tetragnathidae Araneae Local

Diaea dorsata Green Crab-spider Thomisidae Araneae Local

Diplapion confluens/stolidum agg. | a seed weevil Apionidae Coleoptera Local

Protapion difforme a seed weevil Apionidae Coleoptera Nb

Protapion filirostre a seed weevil Apionidae Coleoptera Nb

Rhopalapion longirostre Hollyhock Weevil Apionidae Coleoptera Local; New to VC
Malthinus balteatus a soldier beetle Cantharidae Coleoptera Local

Bembidion octomaculatum a ground beetle Carabidae Coleoptera NS; New to VC
Cassida denticollis a tortoise beetle Chrysomelidae Coleoptera EN; NR; New to VC
Cassida nebulosa a tortoise beetle Chrysomelidae Coleoptera NS

Cassida nobilis a tortoise beetle Chrysomelidae Coleoptera NS
Chaetocnema picipes a flea beetle Chrysomelidae Coleoptera Local

Chrysolina oricalcia Cow Parsely Leaf Beetle Chrysomelidae Coleoptera Local

Donacia thalassina a reed beetle Chrysomelidae Coleoptera NS

Prasocuris glabra a leaf beetle Chrysomelidae Coleoptera Local

Cionus nigritarsis a weevil Curculionidae Coleoptera Na

Hypera meles a weevil Curculionidae Coleoptera Nb

Stenocarus ruficornis a weevil Curculionidae Coleoptera Nb

Tychius junceus a weevil Curculionidae Coleoptera Local

Berosus affinis a water scavenger beetle Hydrophilidae Coleoptera Local
Sinodendron cylindricum Rhinoceros Beetle Lucanidae Coleoptera Local
Anthocomus fasciatus a soft-winged flower beetle Malachiidae Coleoptera NS

Mordellistena pseudoparvula a tumbling flower beetle Mordellidae Coleoptera NR
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Mordellistena pumila a tumbling flower beetle Mordellidae Coleoptera Local

Oedemera femoralis a false blister beetle Oedemeridae Coleoptera NS

Anaspis pulicaria a false flower beetle Scraptiidae Coleoptera Local

Villa cingulata Downland Villa Bombyliidae Diptera NR

Bellardia bayeri Bayer's Emerald-bottle Calliphoridae Diptera Other; New to VC
Myopa pellucida Pale-palped Spring Bee-grabber | Conopidae Diptera RDB 3
Dolichopus arbustorum a long-legged fly Dolichopodidae Diptera NS

Dolichopus virgultorum a long-legged fly Dolichopodidae Diptera NS; New to VC
Sarcophaga hirticrus Coastal Flesh Fly Sarcophagidae Diptera Local; New to VC
Chorisops nagatomii Bright Four-spined Legionnaire | Stratiomyidae Diptera Local
Odontomyia tigrina Black Colonel Stratiomyidae Diptera Local

Brachyopa scutellaris Sg%g?f?fhou'dered Sap Syrphidae Diptera Local

Eumerus ornatus Woodland Roundface Syrphidae Diptera Local
Sphaerophoria taeniata Broad-banded Globetail Syrphidae Diptera Local
Campiglossa malaris a fruit fly Tephritidae Diptera RDB 1
Chaetorellia loricata a fruit fly Tephritidae Diptera RDB 2; New to VC
Tephritis formosa a fruit fly Tephritidae Diptera Local

Urophora solstitialis a fruit fly Tephritidae Diptera RDB 3

Geophilus electricus a centipede Geophilidae Geophilomorpha | Local; New to VC
Geophilus osquidatum a centipede Geophilidae Geophilomorpha | NS; New to VC
Eupteryx atropunctata a leafhopper Cicadellidae Hemiptera Local; New to VC
Lamprotettix nitidulus a leafthopper Cicadellidae Hemiptera Local
Hesperocorixa moesta a water boatman Corixidae Hemiptera Local; New to VC
Euconomelus lepidus a planthopper Delphacidae Hemiptera Local
Megamel_odes quadrimaculatus a planthopper Delphacidae Hemiptera Local; New to VC
sensu stricto

Peritrechus lundii a ground bug Lygaeidae Hemiptera Local; New to VC
Calocoris (Calocoris) alpestris a mirid bug Miridae Hemiptera Local

Lygus pratensis a mirid bug Miridae Hemiptera RDB 3
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Orthocephalus saltator a mirid bug Miridae Hemiptera Local
Miridius quadrivirgatus a mirid bug Miridae Hemiptera Local
Rhopalus (Rhopalus) a scentless plant bug Rhopalidae Hemiptera NS
parumpunctatus
Saldula pallipes a shore bug Saldidae Hemiptera NS
Catoplatus fabricii a lace bug Tingidae Hemiptera Nb
Andrena labiata Red-girdled Mining Bee Andrenidae Hymenoptera Na
Andrena nitidiuscula Carrot Mining Bee Andrenidae Hymenoptera RDB 3; New to VC
Nomada striata Blunt-jawed Nomad Bee Apidae Hymenoptera Local
Callaspidia defonscolombei a figitid wasp Figitidae Hymenoptera Other; New to VC
Lasius brunneus Brown Tree Ant Formicidae Hymenoptera Na
Myrmica sabuleti a red ant Formicidae Hymenoptera Local
Temnothorax nylanderi an acorn ant Formicidae Hymenoptera Local
Lasioglossum malachurum Sharp-collared Furrow Bee Halictidae Hymenoptera Nb
Lasioglossum pauxillum Lobe-spurred Furrow Bee Halictidae Hymenoptera Na
Osmia bicolor Red-tailed Mason Bee Megachilidae Hymenoptera Nb
Priocnemis agilis Red-legged Spotwing Pompilidae Hymenoptera Nb; New to VC
Tiphia minuta Small Tiphia Tiphiidae Hymenoptera Nb
Erynnis tages Dingy Skipper Hesperiidae Lepidoptera gggtcl(i)enfl Priority
Cupido minimus Small Blue Lycaenidae Lepidoptera gggtcl?ensfllt.:?nomy
Coenonympha pamphilus Small Heath Nymphalidae Lepidoptera gre)gtcl(i)ensfl\lllljrlorlty
Bertkauia lucifuga a barkfly Epipsocidae Psocodea Other; New to VC
Mesopsocus laticeps a barkfly Mesopsocidae Psocodea Other; New to VC
Trichopsocus brincki a barkfly Trichopsocidae Psocoptera Other

* Please note that Common Names follow those usedont he NBN Atl as or in Steven Fal ko

these names are infrequently used and/or have only recently been created and are sometimes not widely accepted.
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3.2.1 Section 41 species

Section 41 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 2006
includes a statutory list of species deemed to be o fprindipal importance for the
conservation of biodiversity in Englando .

Three species recorded during the survey are listed under Section 41 of the NERC
Act 2006. These species are discussed below (ordered alphabetically by Order,
Family and then Species).

Erynnis tages (Lepidoptera: Hesperiidae), Dingy Skipper, Section 41

Dingy Skipper (Figure 9) can be found in a variety of habitats including dunes,

coastal cliffs, heathland and woodland glades, however the largest colonies occur on
sunny, south-facing downland slopes. The main larval foodplant is Common Bi r d 0 s
foot-trefoil (Lotus corniculatus), but Greater Bi r -fo6tgrefoil (L. pedunculatus) and
Horseshoe Vetch (Hippocrepis comosa) are also used. It requires its larval

foodplants close to areas of bare ground, which provide warm conditions for egg
development, hence the species has a strong affiliation with brownfield sites and
disturbed areas of downland.

Figure 9. Dingy Skipper (Erynnis tages). Please note this is an archive photograph
and is not an individual seen during this survey.
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Though Dingy Skipper has shown signs of recovery in the past decade and is
categorised as deastConcernd6 i n the recently revised Butt
Britain (Fox et al. 2022), it is included in Section 41 of the NERC Act 2006 owing to
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decades of decline prior to this; nevertheless, it remains a rather uncommon and
localised butterfly in many areas.

During the survey, adults were encountered at several locations on 19" May 2024
including: Oxlays Pond, where they were seen visiting the edges of the pond;
Round Hill Bank, where they were seen visiting muddy puddles around a cattle
drinking trough (Figure 10) at OS grid reference SP0488603814; Hedgerow (i.e. the
hedgerow between Lower Ground and Round Hill/Round Hill Bank) around OS grid
reference SP048803820, which is just the other side of the fence from the
forementioned cattle drinking trough.

Figure 10. Wet mud and puddles around a cattle drinking trough along the west
fence line of Round Hill Bank, as photographed on 19" May 2024.

Cupido minimus (Lepidoptera: Lycaenidae), Small Blue, NT, Section 41

Although it is widespread across Britain, Small Blue (Figure 11) is rather rare and
localised (Butterfly Conservation, 2025a). It can be found on warm, sheltered
grassland supporting Kidney Vetch (Anthyllis vulneraria), its sole larval foodplant. It
is known to use a variety of habitats including chalk and limestone grassland, coastal
grasslands, sand dunes, and brownfield sites. Although some large populations are
known, it typically forms small, discrete colonies and is normally highly sedentary,
with adults rarely moving more than 40 metres. Adults usually fly from mid-May to
late June, with a smaller second brood in late July and August. It is categorised as
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Near Threatenedd6 i n the recently revised Butterfly
al. 2022).

Figure 11. Small Blue (Cupido minimus). Please note this is an archive photograph
and is not an individual seen during this survey.

During the survey, numerous adults were encountered at Oxlays Pond on 19" May
2024 where they were observed visiting the edges of the pond, and at Round Hill
Bank (on the same date) where they were observed visiting muddy puddles around
a cattle drinking trough (Figure 10). While no Kidney Vetch was noted around
Oxlays Pond, it must be present in the vicinity. In contrast, Kidney Vetch was found
be abundant on the west facing slope of Round Hill Bank and its continued
presence here is essential for the conservation of Small Blue.

Coenonympha pamphilus (Lepidoptera: Nymphalidae), Small Heath, VU,
Section 41

Small Heath (Figure 12) has experienced dramatic declines over the past several

decades, which has included a 37% decrease in distribution between 2010 and

2019, and it is categorised as &/ulnerable6 i n t he recently revised
for Great Britain (Fox et al. 2022). It can be found in a variety of habitats, though it is

typically found in open areas, such as grassland and heathland; adults prefer a short

grass sward (Butterfly Conservation, 2025b). The main larval foodplants are bent

grasses (Agrostis spp.), fescues (Festuca spp.) and meadow grasses (Poa spp.).

Adults nectar on a variety of flowers including bramble (Rubus spp.), buttercups

(Ranunculus spp.), Devil's-bit Scabious (Succisa pratensis), Tormentil (Potentilla

erecta spp.), and Yarrow (Achillea millefolium).
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Figure 12. Small Heath (Coenonympha pamphilus). Please note this is an archive
photograph and is not an individual seen during this survey.

During the survey, a single adult was encountered at Round Hill Bank at OS grid
reference SP0491603783 on 14" July 2024. It is anticipated that more individuals
are present at Round Hill Bank than the single individual that was seen.

3.2.2 Endangered species

Two species recorded during the survey are considered Endangered (EN or RDB 1).
These species are discussed below (ordered alphabetically by Order, Family and
then Species).

Cassida denticollis (Coleoptera: Chrysomelidae), a tortoise beetle, EN, NR,
New to VC

The tortoise beetle Cassida denticollis (Figure 13) is a rare and very sparsely
scattered species which has declined to a small number of sites in southern England
(Hubble, 2014). Adults and larvae feed on Yarrow, and the beetle has been recorded
on roadside verges, in water meadows and along river margins. It is currently known
from only four hectads (an hectad being an area 10 km x 10 km square) since 1990,
which equates to four different locations. As such, it is categorised as Endangered
(EN) and Nationally Rare (NR) in Hubble (2014).
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Figure 13. The tortoise beetle Cassida denticollis.

During the survey, a single adult was encountered in the Veg Gardens on 16™ June
2024 by sweeping ground vegetation. This appears to be the first recorded
occurrence of this species in the vice-county of East Gloucestershire (VC 33).
Though the exact location at which it was found within the Veg Gardens was not
recorded, it is believed to have been within the grassland alongside the orchard trees
around OS grid reference SP04370369 (as shown in Figure 6).

The discovery of the tortoise beetle Cassida denticollis at Abbey Home Farm is
considered significant given its national rarity and endangered status. In an effort
to conserve this species, Yarrow should be encouraged to grow within the Veg
Gardens, and elsewhere at Abbey Home Farm, wherever possible.

Campiglossa malaris (Diptera: Tephritidae), a fruit fly, RDB 1

The fruit fly Campiglossa malaris was categorised as Endangered (RDB 1) in Falk
(19914a), but it has since become much more widespread and is now found widely
across England and in South Wales. As such, its Endangered status is now much
outdated and requires review and downgrading. It remains, however, a very local
species in southeast and southern England on ragworts (Senecio spp.) (Clements,
2020), where the larvae probably develop within the flower heads.

During the survey, an adult male was encountered at Oxlays Pond on 14" July
2024 by sweeping vegetation within the area around the pond.
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3.2.3 Vulnerable species

One species recorded during the survey is considered Vulnerable (RDB 2).
Chaetorellia loricata (Diptera: Tephritidae), a fruit fly, RDB 2, New to VC

The fruit fly Chaetorellia loricata (Figure 14) was categorised as Vulnerable (RDB 2)
in Falk (1991a) and though its status has not been reviewed for over 30 years, it
appears to have remained a rather rare species in Britain with just 27 records visible
on the NBN Atlas at the time of writing. It is considered by Clements (2020) to be a
very rare species in southeast and southern England on Greater Knapweed
(Centaurea scabiosa), with the larvae developing in the flower heads.

Figure 14. The fruit fly Chaetorellia loricata.

During the survey, an adult male was encountered at Round Hill Bank on 14" July
2024 by sweeping vegetation along the west facing slope (as shown in the left image
in Figure 4) around OS grid reference SP04910382; a number of Greater Knapweed
plants were seen within the grass sward during the visit on 14" July 2024. This
appears to be the first recorded occurrence of this species in the vice-county
of East Gloucestershire (VC 33).

The discovery of the fruit fly Chaetorellia loricata at Abbey Home Farm is
considered significant given its national rarity and vulnerable status; it is deemed
important, therefore, to encourage Greater Knapweed at Round Hill Bank (and
elsewhere at Abbey Home Farm wherever possible) in an effort to conserve this
species.
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3.2.4 Nationally Rare species

Six species recorded during the survey are considered ¢ Na t i Bamned(NR oy RDB
3). These species are discussed below (ordered alphabetically by Order, Family and
then Species).

Mordellistena pseudoparvula (Coleoptera: Mordellidae), a tumbling flower
beetle, NR, New to VC

The tumbling flower beetle Mordellistena pseudoparvula is a recent colonist that was
first detected in Britain in 1983 and is found on thistles (Cirsium spp.), with the larvae
developing in the stem (Duff, 2020). It is categorised as Nationally Rare (NR) in
Alexander, Dodd & Denton (2014). Although there are only a few widely scattered
records, it is suggested that the species may actually be quite widely distributed in
East Anglia and southeast England.

During the survey, an adult was encountered at Round Hill Bank on 14™ July 2024.
This appears to be the first recorded occurrence of this species in the vice-
county of East Gloucestershire (VC 33).

Myopa pellucida (Diptera: Conopidae), Pale-palped Spring Bee-grabber, RDB 3

Pale-palped Spring Bee-grabber (Figure 15) was once considered a rare species
but is becoming one of the most frequent Myopa bee-grabber species in southern
England (Falk, 2025a). Like other Myopa species, its larvae develop inside the
abdomen of bees (typically over a period of 10-12 days), and Ashy Mining Bee
(Andrena cineraria) is considered an important host.

Pale-palped Spring Bee-grabber has been recorded using coastal scrub, blossom-
rich farmland, woodland rides and clearings, and sometimes urban greenspace and
gardens. It can be found in spring on blossom such as willows, Blackthorn (Prunus
spinosa), Cherry Laurel (P. laurocerasus), Crab Apple (Malus sylvestris) and
Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna); also on flowers such as dandelions, forget-me-
nots (Myosotis spp.), Wood Spurge (Euphorbia amygdaloides), Bluebell
(Hyacinthoides non-scripta) and Garlic Mustard (Alliaria petiolata).

During the survey, an adult male was encountered at Veg Gardens on 20" April
2024 close to the blossoming orchard trees; Ashy Mining Bee (a known host
species) was present within the Veg Gardens at the time, along with several other
mining bee species which could potentially be used as hosts.

Villa cingulata (Diptera: Bombyliidae), Downland Villa, NR

Downland Villa (Figure 16) is a scarce southern species of bee-fly which is typically
associated with chalk and limestone grassland (especially south-facing, scrubby
grassland) and large clearings in calcareous woods (Falk, 2025b). The biology is
unknown but caterpillars of a noctuid moth associated with calcareous grassland
may prove to be its host. Adults fly from late June until late August and visit flowers
of umbellifers such as Hogweed (Heracleum sphondylium) and Wild Parsnip
(Pastinaca sativa). It is considered Nationally Rare (NR) by Drake (2017), though
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Figure 15. Pale-palped Spring Bee-grabber (Myopa pellucida).

Figure 16. Downland Villa (Villa cingulata). Please note this is an archive
photograph and is not an individual seen during this survey.
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there is increasing evidence that its population is undergoing a significant expansion
in range and increasing in abundance, though it previously had a much wider range
and populations may well fluctuate as it has in the past.

During the survey, two adult females were encountered at Round Hill Bank on 14t
July 2024; both individuals were encountered close to the hedgerow along the
southern perimeter of the field (at OS grid reference SP0491603783 and
SP0507203691) where they were observed foraging on umbellifer flowers.

Urophora solstitialis (Diptera: Tephritidae), a fruit fly, RDB 3

The fruit fly Urophora solstitialis is categorised as Nationally Rare (RDB 3) in Falk
(1991a) but appears to have been recorded more widely since its last status review
over 30 years ago, suggesting this conservation status requires downgrading; it is
nevertheless a rather uncommon and scarce species. The larvae form galls within
Musk Thistle (Carduus nutans) and the fly can be found almost anywhere that Musk
Thistle is found (NatureSpot, 2025a).

During the survey, an adult female was encountered at Veg Plots on 18" August
2024; it is unclear where this individual was encountered within the Veg Plots or
where its host plant (Musk Thistle) is located.

Lygus pratensis (Hemiptera: Miridae), a mirid bug, RDB 3

The mirid bug Lygus pratensis was a previously rare species that was mostly
confined to heaths in southern Britain, but it has undergone a rapid range expansion
in recent decades and is now widespread and patchily distributed throughout much
of Britain (NatureSpot, 2025b). As such, its RDB 3 status requires downgrading.

During the survey, a female was encountered at Veg Gardens on 18" August 2024
by sweeping ground vegetation, and a male was encountered at Oxlays Pond on
28t September 2024 by sweeping vegetation in the area around the pond.

Andrena nitidiuscula (Hymenoptera: Andrenidae), Carrot Mining Bee, RDB 3,
New to VC

Carrot Mining Bee (Figure 17) is a scarce bee of southern England and South Wales
that collects pollen exclusively from umbellifers (Falk & Lewington, 2015), showing a
particularly preference for Wild Carrot (Daucus carota). Categorised as Nationally
Rare (RDB 3) in Falk (1991b), it can be found in a variety of umbellifer-rich habitats
including chalk downland and soft-rock cliffs (Falk & Lewington, 2015). Adults fly
from June to September, with nesting occurring in sparsely vegetated ground,
possibly with a preference for dry, clay-rich soils.

During the survey, a single adult female was encountered at Veg Gardens on 18t
August 2024 visiting the flowers of the annual plant Ammi visnaga within the formal
garden (Figure 17). This appears to be the first recorded occurrence of this
species in the vice-county of East Gloucestershire (VC 33).
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Figure 17. (Above): Carrot Mining Bee (Andrena nitidiuscula). Please note that this
is an archive photograph and not the individual seen during this survey. (Below): a
patch of Ammi visnaga within the formal garden from which the bee was recorded.
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3.2.5 Nationally Scarce species

A total of 25 species recorded during the survey are considered 6 Nat i Scareeb | y
This includes Notable, Notable A (Na), Notable B (Nb), Nationally Scarce (NS), and
provisionally Nationally Scarce (pNS) species. These species are discussed below
(ordered alphabetically by Order, Family and then Species).

Nigma puella (Araneae: Dictynidae), a mesh-webbed spider, NS

The mesh-webbed spider Nigma puella occurs in the foliage of bushes and low
growing broadleaved trees in hedgerows and gardens, but also sometimes in scrub
and open woodland, where it spins a small web on the surface of leaves (Spider &
Harvestman Recording Scheme, 2025a). Most records are between May and July.

During the survey, an adult was encountered at Long Bottom Camp on 28™
September by sweeping the foliage of broadleaved trees at the edge of Wiggold
Wood at OS grid reference SP0442605246.

Protapion difforme (Coleoptera: Apionidae), a seed weevil, Nb

The seed weevil Protapion difforme is a local and frequent species in central and
southern England and South Wales in damp grassland (Duff, 2016). Its biology is
unknown but in continental Europe, it is associated with various clovers (Trifolium

spp.).

During the survey, an adult female was encountered at Round Hill Bank on 14t
July 2024.

Protapion filirostre (Coleoptera: Apionidae), a seed weevil, Nb

The seed weevil Protapion filirostre is a localised species in central and southern
England, and very local species in Wales, that is found in dry grassland and
brownfield sites, often on calcareous soils (Duff, 2016). In continental Europe, it is
associated with Lucerne (Medicago sativa) and medicks (Medicago spp.), with the
larvae frequenting the flower heads.

During the survey, a female was encountered at Round Hill Bank on 14" July 2024.

Bembidion octomaculatum (Coleoptera: Carabidae), a ground beetle, NS, New
to VC

The ground beetle Bembidion octomaculatum (Figure 18) is an extremely local
species in southern England that is found on bare mud near fresh water (Luff, 2007).

During the survey, two adults were encountered at Oxylays Pond, one on each of
the visits of 15" May and 14" July 2024; on both occasions, adults were
encountered at the edges of the pond (within the transition zone) beneath debris.
This appears to be the first recorded occurrence of this species in the vice-
county of East Gloucestershire (VC 33).
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Figure 18. The ground beetle Bembidion octomaculatum.

Cassida nebulosa (Coleoptera: Chrysomelidae), a tortoise beetle, NS

The tortoise beetle Cassida nebulosa (Figure 19) is a scarce and localised species
in south and east England (Duff, 2016). It is usually found feeding on the leaves of
various species of Amaranthaceae 1 including oraches (Atriplex spp), Beet (Beta
vulgaris) and goosefoots (Chenopodium spp.) i on sandy soils; it is also sometimes
found on knotgrasses (Polygonum spp.).

During the survey, an adult was encountered at Veg Plots on 18" August 2024 by
sweeping and suction-sampling at the edges of one of the vegetable plots (as shown
in Figure 19) at OS grid reference SP0431503565.

Cassida nobilis (Coleoptera: Chrysomelidae), a tortoise beetle, NS

The tortoise beetle Cassida nobilis is a local species in central and southern England
and Wales, and very local species elsewhere, that is usually found on Fat-hen
(Chenopodium album), glassworts (Salicornia spp.), oraches, and Corn Spurrey
(Spergula arvensis), often on sandy or chalky soils (Duff, 2016).

During the survey, an adult was encountered at Veg Plots on 18" August 2024 by
sweeping and suction-sampling at the edges of one of the vegetable plots (as shown
in Figure 19) at OS grid reference SP0431503565.
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Figure 19. (Above): The tortoise beetle Cassida nebulosa. (Below): the location at
which the tortoise beetle was found in the Veg Plots on 18" August 2024.
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Donacia thalassina (Coleoptera: Chrysomelidae), a reed beetle, NS

The reed beetle Donacia thalassina is a local species in England (Duff, 2016) that is
associated with various freshwater plants such as species of Typha,
Schoenoplectus, Eleocharis, Carex, Bolboschoenus, Scirpus and Iris (Hackson,
2023).

During the survey, an adult male was encountered at Oxlays Pond on 19" May
2024 by sweeping freshwater plants around the edges of the pond.

Cionus nigritarsis (Coleoptera: Curculionidae), a weevil, Na

The weevil Cionus nigritarsis (Figure 20) is found on mulleins (Verbascum spp.),
and is very local in central and southeast England and South Wales (Duff, 2016).

Figure 20. The weevil Cionus nigritarsis.

\

During the survey, an adult male was encountered at Veg Gardens on 16" June
2024. It seems likely that it was found within the formal garden.

Hypera meles (Coleoptera: Curculionidae), a weevil, Nb

The weevil Hypera meles is a local species in England that is apparently increasing
(Duff, 2016). It is found on clovers (Trifolium spp.), usually Red Clover (T. pratense),
in grasslands.

During the survey, an adult was encountered at Round Hill Bank on 19" May 2024.

33



Stenocarus ruficornis (Coleoptera: Curculionidae), a weevil, Nb

The weevil Stenocarus ruficornis is a local species in England, and very local
elsewhere, that is found on Common Poppy (Papaver rhoeas) and possibly other
Papaver species (Duff, 2016).

During the survey, an adult was encountered at Round Hill Bank on 14" July 2024.

Anthocomus fasciatus (Coleoptera: Malachiidae), a soft-winged flower beetle,
NS

The soft-winged flower beetle Anthocomus fasciatus (Figure 21) is a local species in
central and southeast England, and very local species in southwest England and
Wales, that is found on vegetation in grassy places (Duff, 2016). The adults are
predatory on small insects, while the larvae are said to be predatory on the larvae of
wood-boring beetles under bark (NatureSpot, 2025c).

Figure 21. The soft-winged flower beetle Anthocomus fasciatus.

During the survey, an adult was encountered at Veg Gardens on 16" June 2024.
Oedemera femoralis (Coleoptera: Oedemeridae), a false blister beetle, NS

The false blister beetle Oedemera femoralis is found on flowers i often at ivy
(Hedera spp.) or sallow (Salix spp.) blossom i in wooded areas and is local
throughout much of southern England and Wales (Duff, 2016).
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